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This has been compiled from a document written by me in approximately February
1954 for the Editor of "Troopaco" the 1lst.,Alphington Group lasazine.

Scouting had been in existence in Alphington under Rev.P.W.Robinson and the Rev.C.L.
Crossley and at the time of my introduction to the Group they were under the leader-
ship of the Rev.C.E.Hipwell of the Presbyterian Church,in Clive Street (since
removed). All of these periods are of course other stories which I trust will be
published prior to this one,in order that some continuity may be formed of the
history of this Group.

Barly in September 1926,I was invited by the Rev.C.E.Hipwell to visit the Troop meeti:
on the following Thursday evening and I availed myself of the invitation and appeared
in my Scottish Scout Uniform. Alas my visit was short lived as I found that the
Australaim Youth did not measure up to my idea of Boy Scouts so I thought I had
better withdraw myself into a quiet civilian life and retirement from Scouting. Two
weeks later however,the invitation was repeated,and my old feelings being aroused,l =3
again visited the troop and found that,on this occasion,a parents meeting was being
held in an adjoining room,while the scouts held sway in the main hall. Helcomed
officially by the Rev. gentleman and hustled from the Troop meeting into the parents
meeting,and introduced all round. I was permitted to sit in &t the meeting and liste
to the cleaning up arrangements being made for the Rev.Hipwell's departure in answer
to a call to Maffra, All of this was so much dutch to me,but I was not to be left
long in the dutch,as we all returned to the Troop meeting and with the group formed
around the parents party we listened to what proved to be a farewell speech.The Rev.
pointed out that I had graced them with my presence and "HE felt sure that I would em
carry on in his absence". Shhea Shock,and the love of the game stirred me to promisin,
in a weak voice,"To attempt to hold the Troop together until a aai}sfaotory Scout-
Master was found" purely stated in the hope that the incoming Minister would prove a
siutable man for this job. Having placed my two feet on the roag I must now make
haste to burn up the #»ek track and get somewhere,

Approximately three weeks later Noel Bishop and Dave Youren were present at the '
meeting,and after discussions with them and outlining my plans I decided that the
following Thursday evening would be the testing and melting pot of what I considered
to be the nucleus of wsst a good scout troop. I can picture to-day that first night
that I had complete control of the Scout Meeting,I think we had some 25 lads in 'the X
hall and all at variance as to what should be done,but on finding that I drilled them
steadily for two hours up and down that hall under the most rigid discipline,I coiild
imagine their feelings. On dismissal;they were told "That was a sample of my methods
and were given a falk on what Scouts were expected to be, and invited to refurn next
Thupsday at 7-30p.m., prompt,if they wished to carry on. We had six come back,the
door promptly closed ,and a start was made with direct individual training along
solid lines, Early in 1927 saw the Troop start to expand,and we warranted Dan Cahill
as Assistant Scoutmaster which enabled us tp embark on quite ambitious plans.

Concert work etc., to provide us with funds as we contemplated a Camp at Christmas

1927,and at this stage we were proud owners of absolutely nothing in the nature of
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Undauntedywe talksd the running of dances etoe.and eo swelled the coffers,for most
of these fmotioﬁa wo:were deeply indebted to the Alphington shopkeepers and Mra,.
Carlston for th#r valued, support given in the prise emdfisupper departments.Making ¢
every post @ m Pcai,we et last had suffioient means to purchase Tenis and
Dixies eto.,ad+ 'so to oamp we went as the most gresnhornm Soout Troop that cver
camped.I could/not pass over this episode without dewoting a fair gpace to detail ,
as I look back on it a.n "The greatest experience of my young lif.";: Hr.Jack Gaynor,
offered to dfive the #ruck,being loanod by Mr.Bennet,Contractor,to transport us to,
the site.Pi,éturo the soene,a late start after a good deal oﬂtnuhh with the 4$ruok,
and a Tenderfoot mz-gép poing camping with everything but the kitchen sink loaded on
this n;t top zmok,ami approximately 25 lads full of beans and exuberance piled
high ou top aof the luall. Hy heart kept jumping up and dowm every,time we passed over
a bmp,and 1 poked o/ haad out of the cabin,times without pumber,to opunt my prodr
ug,on thnt never tw be forgutten Journey,Tins of btisouits,Scout hats,Dixies a-tn..
took turn about fa.l.imgffrem my londyand a oonoartcd skout brought usnto a stand-
54411 on numerous oﬁoa#ions to retrieve dropped goods but fortunately no boys were
dropped off. At Ya:gra,,.flunotion we eventually arrived aasd to the Greenhorn Socoutmaste
this signalled the béginning of what was to be a most eventful experiences Ths A.S.!
who took tho troyble to tell me that to take tent tiwmber to the Australian bush was
like taoking ooa_lls to Newcastle has had the joke passed over hin so often that I w&d
venture to say he has never gone io Camp esince,unless prepared to the hilt.The first
ridge pole dragged into Camp tock four lads to handle ahd ot one end measured 3 ins,
while tho other end measured upimric of 10 inches in diameoter.Struggle and more
strugsle and a;i‘ long last all tents stood uwp the right woy and we had managed o
oook something for those amatuer timberjacks to eate Then bed and what a night,osalls
from the boys at regular 10 mimute intorvals of "ihat's the time Boss™ so no cleep
wos enjoye_.d.. by all. Cooking devolved on 4@ the Officers shoulders as practically
none could 1light a fire properly and after five days of weariness and hard slogzing
the Officers found time to sleep at pight and the golden ideal had been acoomplishe
some of tho lads had learned to cook,50 we were on the right {trail after all.If .
those scnleonces can bring pride to the memory of any lad who took part in that oanp,
and causc him amusement to-day,I will consider the ordeal ropaid in fulle The fruit:
broucht to us by the good friends at the boarding house who paid a daily visit to
"The poor lads who were wrestling with nature®,.The trip to Poweltown on the little
train when Ed.Candy jymped off and on to demonsirate his skill.The look on the

lady shopkeepers faoe;uhan 1 asked her "Could che rustle up tea for 25 hungry lads™,
Jook Cpllins swimming in the Little Yarra river,2 inches deep in watar,against Boss
orders,and Boss walking intonthe partye.Jim lclejl offering his Swallow end Aerial
Christmas Puddinrg for sale at cno poany 2 2lioce,en the off chanco of the purchaser?
Tinding § pence in spme.The Chrisimas pudding made by the 0fficers.The paper chase
through the Oroharis,and the inevitable aftermath.The bng mest safe above the

cook'p tent tloorw;md the many victims it olaimed during the ten days, Well home !
I didmalerem manmw +ho Fine nin §n tha hank axls sorine and by
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the truck aa n means of illumination,but all boys returned safely to Num and no
casualities,
Early 1928 brought us an almoct unsurmountable obatacle that could well have spelt
finis to soouting in Alphington,The Preshyterian Church authorities asked uvs to
vacate the prenises as they required the acccmodation for extra Church mgetings,ile
wore not in a financinl position to hire the one and only hall nvailable,and wher
nearly at our wits ond wo vere saved by Ony Good Fairy Gadmothers Mrs Carlson offered
us the uese of her Jow sheds in Geneva Roadyand so we,took over =rnd throush working
bees sucoeaded in oconverting jhe eheis into the lst.,Alphingion Group SQout Pan,
Were we proud of it pflooring.lin:l.ng,lighting,!’atrol cornersyboxes oto., wore among
tho first jols every night and Saturday afternoonsythe sound of hammering ocould bo
heard for many a rcore of yards in any direction.Our Keith Anderson Rover Crew wersd
inaugurated during this year and & happy band of Rovers they were who usned to finish
off their meetings in the Den with fried sausages and,f tomate sauce eto. A rost
suocoooful year sll round as the Group members,Rovers,Scouts and Cubs rumbored just
over the one hundred mark, We had succeeded in raising the interest of a mumber of
the boy's Mothers by this time and we hired the Alphington Hall to hold a Parents
NighteA wonderful muster of Parents and the outoome surpassed my wildest dreams. The
Mother's Club was inaugurated at that meeting and their first mecting arranged for
early September in the Alphington Hall, Bagaars in the Den were a feature and all
this time,Kthe Parents performed door to door visitation solicitipg suppert and sirung
to relate,rcceiving same in quite a substantial waye.Next a piam;-aad what a donation
that proved t¢ be,the tunor did his best with it and although a number of notes were
duamb for life,our very good friend Nrs.ReSwales gove service on that old bus that
would have brought tears of envy irom some nuf the great masters. Can anyone recall th
Conmunity Singing nishis in Bhoe Den when 100 people sat on planks of wood covered
with rugs and supporteét op kerveene cases. Our Chrisimas 1928 Comp at Uocdend
promised 4o be a good oneyand actually proved to be the best Cemp it has been my
pleasure to attend.Backed by a splendid muster of Rover Soouts;and here I must con-
tain myself from mentionong namnes,as I could write volumes on this Campe(What about
tho Church Parade when led only by & PRESENTOR,no plano or organ, our lads sang the
vrong tune and so the effort wus nalled to a halt and restarted on the right tume)
(What about NMogl Bishop's effcrt to show us all how to ride a horse?).He camped near
the ragecourse,one of T Soout Camps in and around Woodend. The local consisble
headed the Hoodend Traders Assooiation and organised pio—n?ioa,faeaa eto for the boys
and 8 shield was given for competition amongst theSScout Troops. 1st.Alphington were
seoond and only two, marks behin@ the winner.HWe became varf popular at Hoodend &8 a
result of this Campyand returned on numerous occassions to that distrioi. The com-
bined Troops geve a concert in the Hechanics Institute for Hl residents and a
splendid programme ensueds l
The year 1929 seecn the inaunguration of the Group Jommittes; ‘br:lhging Pathers and othe:z
Male helpers into the workings,while the Hother's Cludb oontinged $o funotion in thei:
AL i —cddeca Tamwmamne af fvann nmnartv.Desds of Trst.hamdling of finance et
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the tasks involved in tackling such an aambition,bul here and now I would personally
like to say tha’ never was a problem tackled with more vigour and enthusjasm than
that displayed Ly thet Group Committee during the enzping yearn. Bascars,functions
of all kiuds wore linted and October 19:29 brouszht forth what I venture to say wag the
greatest and best Dauaar over hield in Alphington.All hands worired at such a jace,

borrowing, begginz ctce,and on,the day of the Basaar the Group Aarch thronshout the
diotriot =dveoriising the show,all helped to realise the grand s of 90 Pounds, The
Church of Engiand, Autkboritien mada aveilaole atohis stage the bngleu;drms ant Baos
drum hold by themyin recognitiosn of tho splendid work done by the Group.The louval
Council were debating granting of a bloock of land for the building of our projecicd
Scout Ila]ll and whilc a great deal of opposition wmas met as the respeotive sites}mra
revicuedy,a large share of encouragemcnt was also handed out to our ambitious Group
Comnittoc. At onc of our last Paronts ovenings in the Alphington Hall owx' Distpiot
Commisoioner Colouel garrol presented Edyord Candy,one of oy original six beys,with
his First Class,Badgo,King's Scout Badge,First,Second and Third All Rowd Cords.To
the uninitiated,thiy lad had planned and gained the higheost awards in ‘icouting and I
w3 more proud of Lim than hio relations.i/ell done Bddy,my one and only Eing's Scoutl
The Tronp competed irn tho rirst Townsend Shield Competition for Heiddelberg District
Scouts and wvere fourth in the contest.le had a very good boxing and athletis tean

a3 well as some of tue best swimmers in the distrlot and fered very well unier ell
types of conpotitive worke The Jub Pack wore comingz well to the fore and Akela,Hios B
Kitty Shaw and Iliss Avis Corldon were richly blesased in their work amongst the Cubs.
The Christnas Party drewy a large ond splendid following for the Cub work and tho
bigirict Commiscionor paid high tribute o the Fack efficiency.The Christmas 1929
Capp promised to be one out of the Loz as arother ambitious siep wos taken. Parcents
were invited to visit the Cump on Visitors Day ond mojor trucko were made availables
Altogother 35 adults and 20 children vioited the Camp,and a three course meal was
supplied by the boys in Camp entirely cooked and served by them and tho tributes paid
by the visitors to the exccllence of the meal more than recompensed the boys for the
loss of points in a coupetitive svorts programme organised between visitors and
Scouta,

Swinging into 1930 with more zusio than ever the (roup Commiites were oif to a fly-
ing #tart by suggesting a Juecp arnival Competitjon to be held for three months with
three Queens representing Cubg,Scouts and Rovers ,no sooner said than done,znd the
following throe Yuecns wore asked to represent liss Lil Kelly (wueen of Cubs) Hiss,
Hary Parker (iueen of Scouts) liss Edna Whitcher (Queen of Rovers). Wo all readers,
or {0 all residents of Alphington I need scarccly draw atiention to that 3ls}.,of
May,1930,vhen the Alphington Hall held the lapgest sathering of &t's historysor the
orowning of the Quecn,and the whole programme,that night which culminated in the
mié:l.ng of 375 Pounda;by the three Qaeons and takings of 20 pounds in silver coin
adnission at the door.The piocture that hangs in the hall is an gmn;“laating tribute

In ahag
to their effort and 1t's pride of place a tcken of the hisgh estecm.thev are held bwv
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At last news they were on their way to Sydney,they eventually found their way to
tho Home Baked Cake Shop owned by Mrs.Cahill (Dan's Eother) who lgoked after them ,
and Dan showed them all the sights then put them aboard the train,with their bl.kes;
for Melbourne.On being asked what struok them as being different frem Melbourne,
Horris said "They sell tomatoes by the dosen", Our Rover Orew built a small trek-
oart of whioh they were very proud and deoided to walk to Warrandyte dragging this
cart which oarried all of our Kitbags.On reaching Eaglement Cutting it started to re
and a vote was taken as to the wisdom of carrying on or returning.Needless to say we
carried on.He arrived eventually at Pound Bend where our o‘hjoct!.ve was to oocupy

a deserted bark Hut owned originally by a Deaf and Dumb Gold Iinor,mr we are on
the down hill approach to Pound Bend and the wheel of the trek oart collapsed and of
rolled all the kits dovnhill.We retrieved same and errived at the hut.Threw the oart
ageinst tho wall and proceeded té light a good fire incide the huteAll stripped off
to dry off and gpfter eating settled dowvn to slecp.Tio of our number hod brought thei
particular pets,lyle Bond had a Knngaroo Hound of enormous proportions and some lad
had a weo fox terrier.In the middle of the nighl a dog fight commenced and the hut
emptied of all personell guick smart to allow them to have it out.The dogs were
tossed out and we resumed,our sleep time,0ur journey home next day,with the bent
wheel partly straightenedymeant half ocarried their kits half way and then changed ov
ell agreee they enjoyed the trip and experience, )
Now that a good sum was held our Croup Committes forged ahend with plans for their H
the site in Adams Street had hecu purchasdd and an Architect's assistance seocured %o
handle the contracts.Visits to other halls and thoir methods of finance studied and !
heaps of other legal methods provided a huge volupe of work for those tireleas
Committee members, On the night of 12th.,November,1930,the plans,speocifications and
tenders were reviewed by the Gruup Committee and the Arohitsot,Mr Laurie Harner,
and M:» Bishop's tendor aooa%g%ma can be readily undurstood,after reading over the
aotivigies of 1930,%the entire,with i%'s many branches had enjoyed a most strenuous
year 5o no Christmas Camp was mootede The Troop compeied In the Townsend Shield

and this time took second place.'the Group went into raness for the holiday ssasen
but no rest for the.Gpoup Commitiee who swung into aotion with rusto.0ff to g flying
start in 1931,the hall having been completed,as far as finances would permit,the
resolution was made that "The hall would be added to as funda become available™
until we finally owned the hall we had proposed. The 0fficial opening ceremony was
performed by Hr.G.H.Thomas,Chairman of hhe Viotorian Boy Scout's Assooiation,
2ooconpanisd by Mr.F.R.CG.Sanders,Jeoretary of the Acsociation in April and the Troop
~ntered their new accommodation the proud winners of the Townsend Shield,and ohl so
proud owners of a beautiful hall that they had =zo long dreanmed ofs 7o many that may
seem B culmination point that conld very well have spelt a good rest and lay back
for ell -j;hbso willing band of werkers,but me,a platform %o be built,blinds to make
end hang,an electrio urn to provide liqp.:l& refreshment end all of a dosen other
comncdities that go to make for oomfort,wo?el all pert ard, pavoel of the years work
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ethod )
agreed':tﬁoﬂ of payment«Cur Ladies immediately oanvassed 40 folks willing to pay

6 pence por weck fer 25 weeks and this was raligiously oollected by our marvellous
comnittee lodies, ,
Aldbhoagh an undesominational Group we held monthly Church Parade te Preshyterian,
Church of Erglani and Methsdiot Churches led by our bugle band under the capable
hand of Ed.Candyelio nlzo proyided band and assistance at thoce Chnrohes, shen
called upon for Dasaars cicej,and at the loocal State school provided itous »f

bike pat:mlis drill and ambulanoo ward: as well as bridgebuilding,

Ity ministor» fron Ivanhoe Baptiet SlLurch who had spent a nunber of years in Aipgoria
on missionary work oame along to our '"Pie Nights™ in the hall,when all lighto
were switchod off and a huge fire roared in the firo place,the lads would be
thrilled by his talks,partioularly as he dressed in Algerian costume for the
occassioneIn return we marched, 100 strong,led by our band to Ivanhoo Baptist
Churvh Servicayand ha was very proud of our gesiure. ,

The troop went into a vory arduwous training programmeyovenings and week ends te
yrepare to conmpate for the Towmsend Shield.Pord of the competetion consisted of
examiners asking boys, of the troop questions on badges held and so all ¢f this
demanded retrainingsf,parsonally handled quite a share of this training and Lad
this experience,l asked a young lad "If the Ausfralien Flag on the Town Hall was
£lying helf-mast,vhat did this indigate™ "Soncone is dead™ he roplied,reqiur-
ing a bit more explisit informationyl persevered "Supposing I died would they

fly the flag half-mast™ "lo sir® came the reply, ®"WHI" I asked, “Well,you are

a man of no imporiance,Sir® he said.How rignt he was bubt despite this I was very
proud of MY BOYS, . s

Tho troop sponsorcd the 1st., Moolood troop,hiring a furniture van which trans-
portod us together with our equipment to take us 4o the Churoch of England.There

a good mustey of Parents ond lads gatheored and our display was well rooeived,
Rusell Woods,ex 1lat Alphingion become Sosutmaster . St

Our Mothers Club changed it's pame to Welfare Club and added wefswe work to their
aims, We next formed ar adult and senior soout Mouth organ band under the diawes
direction of Mr Cyril Pembartiy whioh added items to our and other organisation
Concerts in and arpund the 4iciriots All branches of the Uroup were at record high
level and we addsd tom our auwnbers and officers during the year, Mr.Long came to us
after our Chief's visii to MHelbourne and became an Assistant Soont Haster.

The yeays aotivities are far too numerous to mention but one thing become yery
evidont,we had succeeded in catering for & long folt want in thie districi,and
Alphington was now a scolal centre of the highest order, From near apnd far our
following came and a% any of our concerts,dances or parents eveaings,one had %o
be early to get in.

Christmas 1931 saw the troop in camp at Bmadfaxﬂ.md another parents visiting day
arranged, Hany parents will have happy and otherwise memories of the Camp visit
when we recall MrsAlcock delivering parants to tha;r door steps at 6-003.:::.,

- P M. cee Mmana
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token of appreclation for all tho asaistgnoa she had rendered te the Group over
the years,.

Continuing into 1932 the committce's were contipusumly enguged in fund raising
and spendirg on extrn eppointments for the hall,and errangeaments were in hand
to ocelebrate tho firpt birthday of the hall.qvery success’ul birthday party
was enjoyed,so sciting tho precedcuce for all succssding Jirihday partive that
never fail to bhring happy wmemoriec 4G all wlio were in the Group or atiached

to 1%'s wavy activities since it's inception 1932 proved a trying ygar for all,
oconcerned,the Groap Committee hadi many retirements through o?arwurk;ovezstrain,
and the never to ho forgotten deproscionybut as we loot some membera Eo we
gained come new lads and their Farents became interestied,The trocp once more
settled dowm to the task of training to defepd the Townsend Shield and cur
Ambulance team was the pride of the distrio$,trained by the Victorian Reilways
instruotor, OGreat wos eur jubulation as we brought home the Shield for the
830ond year in omosession.Our boxing and wrestling team helped our district 1o
win the Intey distriot Cupe. Onoe again wo camped at Yoodend and on this occasion
we took lst.,lMscleod undsr our wing as their Sooutmaster was very ill. fs a
raosult of our repsated visits to Hoodond we were invited to attevd,with our
Band,the official opesning of their Scout iall,

1933 saw the Group Committes making arrengomonto to line the llall and complete
the interior,The necond birthday was celetrated and we were beginning te feel
as thongh we had alwvays had and boen uoed to this lovoely accoumodatione. The
depression was £till raging and our hall was cifered for relief organisations
to hold funotions and administer roliof,

Our Group Committee arrarged another Basaar for September,The loosl (Girl Guides
and Brownies had becn turned out of their meeting place so the Group Commitiee
were unanimous in offering the use of our hail to them.The offer wms accepted
and the Girls have met in our IHall ever sjnce.

The Girls helped us out with suppers etc.,end much work was done in thias year,
The Bagaar takings nrovided the funds reqired {o comploie lining the hall.
Immediately after this BaZaar I tendered my rusigantion owing to pressure of
business, ;

Thus ended my active azseciction with lste,Alphingion Group — I could not
possibly name all of ihe s2 very good friends whe stood by me throughout my
period of mervice from 1926 te late 1933,however I pust record my thanks to one
and all of the members of those wonderfull conmittsces. :

To the lads who passed through the Group during my period of service,l say
thank you for yovr leyalty — I havéda = your careers with interest and I
an proud of the deeds you have performed and I know full well that you have
moulded your lives in the Bervice to Others,

Do odf e (S
= |
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Sticky Note
Scout Master Eager?
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