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~ This has been compi l ed from a document w~itten by me in approximately !ebruary

1954 for the Editor of "Troopaco" the 1st. ,Alphington Group Maga zi n e .

Scout i ng had been in existence in Alphington under Rev .P . W.Robi nson and the Rev. C.L.

Cr oss l ey and at the t ime of my introduction to the Group they were under t he leader­

s hi p of the Rev . C.E. Hi pwel l of the Pr esbyt er i an ~hurch , in Cl i v e St r eet ( since

removed). Al l of these per i ods ar e of course other s t or i es whi ch I trust wi l l be

published prior to this one,in order that some continuity may be formed of the

history of this Group.

Ear l y in Sept emb er 1926,1 wa s invited by the Rev . C. E. Hi pwel l to visit the Tr oop meet i l

on the following Thursday even i ng and I availed mys el f of the invitation and ap peared

in my Scot t ish Scout Uniform. Ala s my visit wa s short lived as I found that the

Australaim Youth Jdid not mea sure up t o my idea of ·Boy Scout s so I thought I had

better withdraw mys elf into a quiet c ivilian life and retirement from Scouting. Two

weeks l ater however,the invitation was repeated, and my old feelings being aroused,I ~

again visited t he troop and found that,-on t h i s occasion,a parents meet i ng was being

held in an ad j o i ni ng room, while the scouts held sway in t he main hall. Wel comed

officiall y by the Rev . gent l eman and hu stled from t he Troop meeting into the parents

meeting, an d i ntroduced all round. I was per mi tt ed to sit in Q,.t the meet i ng and Lds t e i

to t he clean i ng up arrangements being made f or the Rev.Hipwell' s departure in answer

to a call t o Maffra . Al l of this wa s so much dutch to me,but I was not to be left

long in the dutch, as we a l l returned to the Troop meet i ng and with the group formed

around the par ents party we listened to what proved to be a f arewell speech.The Rev.

pointed out that I had gr a oed them t-dth my presence and "HE f elt sure that I woul d etlII

carry on in his absence". lithfte.g Shock, and the love of the game stirr~ me to promisin,

in a weak voice, "To at tempt to hold the Troop together until a sa~sfaotory_ Scout­

111aster was found" purely s t at ed in the hope that the incoming llIini st er t-rou l d .prove a

siutable man for this job. Hav i ng pl aced my tl'lO feet on the roa~ I must now make

haste to burn up the:l;~.gk track and get _somewher-e,

Appr oximat el y three weeks later Noel Bishop and Dave Youren wer e present at the .

meeting,and after discussions with them and outlining my plans 1 decided that the

following Thursday evening woul d be the testing and melting pot of what I considered

to be the nuoleusof~ a good scout troop. I can picture to-day that first · night

that I had complete control of the Scout Meeting,I think we had some 25 lads in ' t h e ~

hall and all at variance as to what shoul d be done,but on finding that I drilled them

s t eadi l y for t ~ro hours up and dOlill that hall under the most rigid disoipline,! coald, .

i magine t hei r feelings. On dismissal,they Her e told "That was a sample of my methods

and were given a talk on Hhat Scout s wer e expected to be, and invited to return neXt

Thu~sday at 7-3Op.m;, prompt,if t hey wished to carry on. We had s i x come back, the

door promptly closed , and a start wa s made with dir ect individual training along

solid lines. Ear l y in 1927 s aw the Troop s t ar t to expand,and we warrantedDan Cahill

as Assistant Scoutmaster which enabled us to embark on quite ambitious plans.

Concert work etc., t o provide us with funwtas we contemplated a Camp at Christmas

1927,and at this stage we were proud o~mers of absolutely nothing in the nature of
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t1ndaunted,t18 :talk~ the runtl1ng of danoes eto.and GO evelled the ooffere,for mon
of these 1'1motioJ~ we ..:~we1"e deeply indebted to the Alphington shopkeepera and K1"s.

Oarlston for th~¥r valued~support given in the prise 8Il4#supper departmentlS.HBk1ng ..

ever,y post". lWlning post,we at last had suffioient means to purohase Tents and

D1xies eto.~arlflSO to 03mp we went as the most greenhorn Soout Troop that ever

camped.! OOuld/nOt ,pass ,ovor this episode ~1ithout dewUng a fair !pBoe to detail •

an I look bao¥ on 1t as' "The greatest exporienoe of rw young life",' JIr.Jaok Ga,ynor,
} ; j • •

offered to dtive the -truok, being loaned by Hr.Bennet,Cotdraotor,to transpori us to,
I I .. ~

the s1te.p~6ture the is o.an e , a late start after a GOod doal o.L,,,rouble with the truck,
/ . f !

and a T~ertoot T~p ping oamping with evor,ything btn the kitohen sink loa4ed on

this ni- t6p truok~an~approX1mate1y 25 lads full of beans and .-mberanoe piled

high orl top ;lof the 10aA~, H;r hean kept jumpPtg up and dolm (1'1~.time we passed OV81
, . ' l" f , , "

a b\DP,and i roked rrry/ l!~B4 out of the oabJ,n,time3 \11t ho llt ~ber,to oqUllt Il\V prod1'
. .f; ;. , .. .

iQ,on tM\ never to./ be if or go t t en ~O\U'l101",Tins o~ b'.:Joults,3oolIt hatl!l,D1x1os etn.,
took turri ;'hbont fa~ih1Grfrom my !oM,and a oonoertod shout brought usnto a stand.-

- ") I

oti11 on /humerouo o~,ion8 to retrieve dropped goods 'but 1'ortunateq DO boys were

dropped. off. AtY~~!"unotlon ue eventuall3' arrivod and to the G1"eenhorn SooutmaatE

this signalled tholb~~ing of whail was to bo a most eventful experienoe. Tb'3 A.S.1'

who took tIll) troiblo to tell me t':la.ll to tako tant timber to the Australian bush we

like takiIlt-; OOll1-S to Neuolletle has had the 30k9 passed over hi:it so often that I "!!iI
venture to sBy Ih e has never GOne to 03lllP sinoe,unloes prepare~ to the·hilt.The f1rs1

ridge pole~~ed into G~~p took four lads to handlo aid at one end measured 3 ins.

uhile tho o'~her/ end measured uptm3:'ois of 10 inohes in diamot6~.Struggleand more
I

strugele and a" long last all tents stood up the right ~ and we had managed '0
cook fJoCleth~ :for those amntuer timberjaoks to eat. Then b£.d and tlba" a night,callt

from the bo~ at regular 10 minute intervals of "t:ha.t's the 'time Boss" eo no sleep
I

was enjOy~ by all. Coo~g devolv~d on .. the Offioer's shoulders as praotioall3'

none oould/li~t a fire properly and after five days of wearineso and hard slo&,"'1ng

the Offioers.! fopnd time to sleep at ~lght and the golden idea! had been aooolllpl1ehe<

Dome of th9i lads had learned. to oook,so wo 'fore on tho riah·~ ·~rall after all.If

th~FJe sen·tOncea can br1.ng prid\, to the memory of azq lad tmo took part in that campi

and cause h1Dl EUllusement to-dair,I rill oonsider the ordeal r-:lpaicl in full. The :trait.
broUBht to us by the good frien4a at the boarding house who paid a daily visit to

"The poor lads who were wrestling with nature".The trip to POl19ltown on the 11tU.

train When Bd.0a.tll%r ;1\tmped. off and on to demonstrate hia ekill.'J!he look on the

l~ shopkoepers faoe,whan 1 asknd her "Could a:pe X'Ilstle up tea for 25,1lun8'r.r lada",

Jook C911ins swimming in the Little Yarra river,2 inohes deep in wat3r,aea1nat Boss

ol'dor-.,and Boas wal.kin.g lntonrthe pariy.Jim 1!cNeU offering hill S'lBllON end Aerial

Ohristlll8s Pudding for sale at ene POll."l;; ::. ~l1oe;on the off oh/moo of the puroh.aaer:

li'1n4ing j penoe in , e~a~Thc Cbrlsttta8 pudding made by the OffiOOI1l.The paper ohase

1hrongh the Orohartt",and the 1Dev1table aftermath.The bag Il8Bt lIafe abevethe

cook'p tent (loonzay~and the IlI8ll3 viotim. :1.t claimed during t he ten daiYs. Well hollle J

' ". .. _ • . - .. - -'- - .A. - ....... _A...~ ..... +.... ~~ .........4... tn +'h" 'hA.nk 8."'1:1. snriJU! and b:'7
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'he truok as n means of 111uaina"Uon,but all ,boya returned. aaf'el3' to Mum and no

OBsual1ileo.

Early 1928 brought us an alDost unsurmountable obabcle that could 1fG11 have spelt

finis to soouting in A11lhington.The Presbyt~lan Church authorities asked ~.s to

vaoate the prer3ises as they required the aocomodatlon for extra Ohuroh mpBtinglit.Ue

were not in Q 1'1nano131 position to hire the one and. QnJ..v h".1.1 nvai1able,and when.

nearq at our uits ::md. uO "roTO &.1'ed. by O"f 00011 Fair,y Gadmoth91'. JIrs CarIoon offered

us the US13 o~ her 0 0 . sheds in Geneva Road,and so Hol, liook over e.nd throu;;h \fOrking

bees ouooee(led in OOllvert ing ~he r.he1:5 into t~e lat.,Alphlntnon Group S9Qui Den.
.. . ..

Vere 1fO proud of it ,f1ooring,lining,liehting,I'at%'Ql corners,boxes eto••' \fOre elTlOI1G

tho first jol.Al every nigM and Saturd.a.Y afternoons,the sound of haIllmering could. be

heard for many a ".core of yards 1."'1 D.r1.7 direo-Uon.OUr lteith Anderaon Raver Crew Hero

inaugurated during+,hia year and a happy band of Rovers they were who uoo4 to finish

off their meetings 1..n '~he Den with fried sausages and, tomato sauae eto. A ~ost
J

auooaooful year ell 1'\lund aa the Group members,!lo7ers,fJcouts end Cubs numbIJred jUtlt

over the one hunch-ed 'mBl'k. We had suaceeded in raiaing the interest of a number ot
the boy's Mothers by this Unte and tie hired the Alphington Hall to hold a l'arents

lIieht.A tronderful mugtel' of Parents and the outcome surpassed ~ wildeBt dreams. Tho

Mother's Club uns inaugu.ra:ted at that meeting a:J.d thsir first meating arranGSd for

early September in the Alphington Ba.ll. Bp..Blk"U's in the Den tIer e 8 feature and all

this time, the Parento performei door to door visitation sol1oiti;tg Support and strnnl!'
1 4 1

to rolate,rcoeiv~gB~\e in quite a substantia.l ~.Next 8 piano,~d Hhat a donation

tha·~ i>rovo4 t9 be,tho tunor diU. his best l1ith H and although a ~'umber of notes vera

ducb for l1fe,our very good friend Mrs.R.Swnlea C"-ve servioe on that old bus that
I

would have brouGht tt383'8 of envy i:-rom some nf the ,great masters. den anaone recall th

OOI:llilUtlity Singing nishts in lha Den when 100 people sat on plankS' of wood covered

illt11 rugs and supported 0\1 kerosene ca.ses. Our Chriatmas 1928 C~ :lt tloodend

promised to be a good one,and aotually proved to be the best CFP it has been m:T

pleasure to attend.Backed hy a spJ,en41d muster of Rover Scoutf-!,and here I must con­

tain myself from menUononJ na.me8~BB I could \t;,ite volumes on thJs 08lBp.(Hhat about

tho Church Parad.e when led only by a PRKJm'l'OR,no piano o~ organ, our lads sang the

tlI'On8 tune and so the effort '1, 011 oalled to a halt and restarted on the right tun~)

(Uhat about N091 ,8ishclp's effort to ShOH us all how to ride a horse?}.we oamped near

the raoeoourBs,one ot 7 Soout Camps in and around ifoodend.Thp looa1oonstablo

hoacled the ifoodend Tradero Assooiation and orcanised plo-nlos,teeds eto for the boys

and a shield was given for competition a l!longsttheSScout ~roopa. lei.A1phington were

second and only tl'lO,marka behlnt the winner.Ke beoame veri '~pular at Woodend as a ..
• I

result of this Oomp,and returned on numerous oocassions ·t o ~pat district. The com-

bined Troops ge.ve a conoert in the Meohanics Inst!tute for ~~.l residents and. a .
I ", : $

splendid progr8l!llD8 ensued. I "{: } ,
. - ',: . ,

ne year 1929 seen the ina~t1on of the Group aommitteei)lr~Fathers and otheJ

Male helpers into the tmrklng8~l'1hile the Mother's Club 001i~~it4 ~~funot1on in theil .
. ~. - ._- - - - ~ - - _ ... ~ -- T_~ • • _ ...... "f> t'!n-\,," "1"n~nrlv:Deeds of T~~~ingof finanoe e1<
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t he tasks 1nvol"~ed iu tackling ouoh an"aobition,lJu"t hG1'Q t;ma now 1 lfOuld pe1'£lOnally

like to sa;y tha'"; never was 8 problem taokled tdth more viBOur and enthustasm than

toot displayed 1'Y thc..t Group Committee duririB the t.lnzcitl; ~·earo. Ba15t'ars,functions

"of all kiuds HOl'O 1111100. and Ol)tooer 19:~9 brought forth \.,hat I vantw.·e to sB\' wa.;s the

createot and boot Dallaar over held in Alphington.All hands l"rorked at ouch a 1,a.08,. ,

borrowinG, boCming eto. ,and 0 11, the day of the Bazaar tho Group flaroh t!lronehoat tho

diotriot crlvorti'ling the aho;.;,~ll helped to realise the grand rJ1..~ of 90 Pounds. !fho
" "

Churoh of Ent;lai.a,AntMritieo made a;,-v,ilz'''~le 0;1; 0';h19 otao~ the buglelll,drums and. Balls

drum hold 'by th~m,it\ recognition of tho ~p!endid t'lOrkdone by the Group.The Lo031

Counoil \-fore tlehatin{; g:ro.nting of a b100k of land for the building of our projeoted.

Soout IIaJ.l Q'1d uhib a great deal of oppoaition t-~amet aa the"respeotive aiteS~Or(1

roviotlcd,a largo share of encouragement t"ms also handed out to our OlJbitio1.19 Group

Committoo. At on e of ou-r lost Paronts oveninu"'S in jihe Alphington Hnll OUI' Distriot

Co~iooioner Colouel C';1'l'ol presented EdVnrd Cvn~.one of DY original Dix bcyo,dth
)

his F1rat Ol a s s •.B~igo,KIIlG's Scout Bad{;e.Firot,SEloond and Third All Romld Cords.To

the wlinitiated,thitl ~'ld had planned and gained;;h.l hifW,ost awards in !jcout ing and I

,·ma OJOI.'O proud of' l1im t han hiD relations. 'lel! done Eddy,ny one and only Kin&'s 5couU

The Troop oompe t od ir.. tha i"iret 'l'otmsond Shield Competition for Hei<\olberg Distriot

Scouto and \"10re four~l1 ~ll the oontont.Ue had a very good boxing "and athleti,) tean

0.0 11011 as some of the ]JOat atdmmera in the distriot and fared very lfell unier. all

t yp oo of' oo~,lpotitive ',10r k . The ·..'1,lb Paok uero cominG liel! to the fore end Akela.IUos le

Kitt¥ Shau and. llioo Avi:! CDrlsol1 Her e riollly blonoed in their lIork amongst the Cubs.

Tho UhriGtnas Party tJ.r.O"" a 1are:e and splendid following for the Cub t"lOrk and tho

Di3trict Comnisoionol' p ;tid high tri hut c t o the r aok effioiency.The Christmas 1929

Caop proCliaed to be one out of the box as nr.o·uhe1' nobitioUEl stop ~c:.a taken. Poront:l

tlora invited. to vis:it the ()ll..'np on Visitors Daur and rnoior trucko liere made Qvailable.

Altogether 35 adults and 20 ohHdren vioited tho Damp,nnd a three course Cloal ,"ms

supplied by the boys ill Camp ollti-roly cooked rold s erved by them and tho tributeo paid

bj' tho Visitors to the eX00l101100 of the meal oore than rec;ompeused the lJoya for the

loze of points in a coupetitivo S!>orts proG1'8ll1l!lo organised betueen visitors and

Scouts.

Suinging into 1930 uith more &410 ~O than evor the Group Gonmittce were off to a fly­

ing _tart by suggesting a ':};t\O~ :'~&rllival lJonpetHion to be hald for three Ijlonths !lith

threo Queen s repre:Je.~tinD CUba,Scouts and Rovers .no sooner said than done,und the

follouing three Que ens wore naked to represent Miss Lil Ke1ly ( ~~een of Cubs) Hiss.

nary Parker ( liueen of scouts) russ Edna tndtcher «(luoen of Rovers). To all realJ.era,

or ~o al~ residents of Alphineton I need scarooly draw attention to that 31s~••or

Nay,1930,1'Jhan the A1phington Hall held the largest gat her i ng. of It's history,or ·~ha
" . ' / " ' ."

orolming of "~ho Quecn~ and the '"1hole progromme, that nigld 1d110h o~inated in th,8 ,

raising of 315 Pounds,by the three ~eens and takin6S of 20 pounds , in silver coin

admission at tho door.The picture that hangs in the hall ia an ever l asting tribute
ill '-lhic.h

to their effort and it's pr i de of plaoe a tokon of tJLe hip,h esteem .t hey are held bv
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At last ne\-18 they were on their ~ to Sydne,-,they eventual~ founA their W£liY to
, the IJome Dak~- aake s~~ owned by IIre.Cabill (Dan's Mother) who looked after 'them ,

and Dan showed 'them alf,the eights then put them aboard. the train;with their b~es,

for Melbourne.On being asked what struok them as being different from Melbourne,. -':

ltorris said "They 's ell tomatoes by the do'an". Our Rover Crew built a Bl!lBll trf!lk-

oan of whioh ;they wei-e very proud Alld deoided to walk to warranC\1te dragging this
, I

oart whioh carried all of our Kitbags.On reaohing Eag181110m Cutting it started to re
• I '.

and a vote was taken ,a s to tho wisdom of oanoying on or returning.Nee4less to s~ we

carried on.tle arrived; ~entually at Pound Bend where our objective, lfBS to oocupy,- .

a deserted bark Hut, owned originally bi a Deaf' and D1XDb Gold miner,Dow we are on

the do~m'hill apprOaoh to Po~ Bend and the wheel of the trek oart collapSed and of

rolled all the kits dotmhill.We retrieved same and a.rrived at the hu\.~brev the oarll

a.t;Binst tho lmll and prooeeded. tG liBht a good fire inolda the hut.All stripped off

to dry off and. q.fter eating settled dotm to sl(~cp.'1'~1O of our number had brougM thei

particular pBts,I.\Yle Bond had a Krmgaroo Hound of enor!!loue proportion. and some lad

had a \'1eo fox terrier.In the middle of the nlgh-~ a dog fight oommenoed and the hut

emptied of all porsonsU quiok smart to _allow them. to have it Ou\.~8 dogs were

tossed out and we reoumed,our sleep time.Our journey home next dt\y,with the bent
wheel partly straightened,meant half oarried theu' kits hnlf ~ and then ohanged ov

}

all agreee they enjoyed the trip and experienoe.

Now that a GOod eum was held our Group COlllClittee f.orged. a.1:lend with plans for their H

the site in Adams street h~'!.d 'be~il purohase" and 9..'1 Arohltec1; t s assistance seoured to
handle the contracts.Visits to other hallo and thou methodQ of finanoe studied and ;

heaps ot' other legal methods provided a lluge volt11f"8 of'. work for 'hose ti1'eleo.

Committee membere. On the ni~ht of 12th.,November,l930,the plaps,speoifioations .and

tendel>S \foro revie~1ed by the GI'tJUp Committee and the Arohits~t,Mr Laurie Warner,

and ~~~ Bishop's te~der aooented.As oan be readily undurstood,after reading over thel.'Oup
~otiv~ies of 1930,the entiro~with it's many branohes h~l enjoyed a most strenuous

yoar 30 no Uhristmas Oamp llaS mooted. The Troop competed in tho TOl'moend Shield

Md t:hls time took aeoond plaoe. JihC3 Group tlent into ral)oas Eor tho holitU\Y O.3BOOn

bu.t no reut for tha .GllOup OOIllI!l1:t..tC3e who oWl1Ilg into aotion '4ith eusto.Orf to ~ flying

start in 1931,the hall 'having been oompleted,as far ae fina~oea would pe~it,the

resolution waa made that "The hall would be added to as fund '3 become available"

until ue finally ol-mad the. hall lie hod proposed. The Offioial optming oeremow t1a.s

performed qy Rr.G.H.Thomas,Chairman of ~e Viotorian Boy Scout's Assooiation,

~.oool!lpani9d by lrlr..F.R.G.Sanders,SeoretI,\,Ty of the .r.:'sooiation in April an"- the Troop

':'n~'Jred their ne\'1 aocommodation the prowl ~11nners of the TOW1l'.lsnd Hhield,and ohl so

proud owners of a beautiful hall that thS".1 !lull eo long dreallll;l(l of. 'jIo many that III8iY'

eet.'!!! eo oul~lnatlon point that could Y~ry well hr-vc spelil a good J'es~ an~ lay baok

for ell 'j;hose \-1illing band of wOJ'kers, bI1t 1lO, a platfom 'to be built, blinds to make

~.:J.d h.an8,an eleotrio urn to provide liqy.id refreshment uld all of a dOlllen other
,-

commcditles that go to make for oomt'ort,\.,(:r~ all perl Bl1d,pal 'oel 9£ the years tlOrk
~ H<l1'tS'..
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agreed~ of ;?aYIIlent.our Ladies immediately oanvaaaed 40 tolkl1 w111in« ~o pay

6 penoe per weak for 25 weeks and this was t'3liglously ~l1eated by our marvellous
oommittee ll1dies.

AUhoagh on .unde..1Omin o.t1onal Group lie held. monthly Churoh Parade to PreslJyhdan,

Churah of Eng1ani and Mothl)diot Churohes led by our bugle band under thp 08pable

hand of Ed.Can.iJi1.Ue 1)1~1) pru,:i.ded i:Jand and El.Bsietanotl at ~hoEO Uhl1rohen, ifhen

oalled uPOn for DalfMrB aiio.,and all the 100a.1 state school !'~ovidad. i"\ElIlJtI ~t

biko pa-l::;'r1!s drLU and ambnlan.OQ ,n~: aB well as bridgebuilding.

ny miniato!." froll Iva.nhoC3 Bapt1£1t O!.lu-roh l1ho had spent eo number of years in Alcor1a

on mlso1l)na%'Y wo:tic oame alung to OIU" ." 1'10 Ilightelt in the ~l1,lfhon &11 lighta

wore mlitohad o:!.f and,a huge £iro roa:t"ed in the firo plaoe,the lads woult'l be

thrilled by his talks,parUOUlli"r~as he \l1'elSsed in Algerian oootum!, fQr the

oooossion.In r9tnru ws mt\1'Ohed;lOO strong,lad by our rona. to lv~e Baptist

Churuh ServioA,and. h3 lfaB very proud of our gesture. ,

The troop 'tlent into a vary arduous training progI'BOlIlo,ovenings and t:...ek endfJ to

}/X'EJparo -to ooml,~l1;o for the Townsend Shleld.PtlM of the competetlon eono:'.stei of

eXl'minero askh~ bo;)"s. of -the troop questions on badges held and s., all er this

demandad retraining• .l,parsoUDlly handled quite a aImre of this t:mining and had

th!ll exper1enoe.~ aaked a YOU!l..g lad "If the Australian Flag on the ~own,Hall was

t!ying ha.lf-inast,l1lmt did this indi9ate" "SOOl'..'Ono ia dead" he ropl1ed,reQ!UX-

in.~ a bi'!; !!lore e:<!J11oit InfomaUon,I i'ara~ered ?Supposiua I di9d woul\l they

fly the flag half·-ro......Dt~ " Uo .sir" caae the repq, ~W1lY" I asked. ·Well,you aro

a man of no 1mpor~alloetSir" he said.Holl right ha was bu~ despite this 1 1fa8 very

proud ot MY BOlD.

Tho troop sponsor\3d the lat., Jlt);Jlood troop,h:lring a furniture van whloh trans­

poriod us togother "Uh our equipment to take us to the Churoh of England.There

a good muster of parents cmol lads gathered end our d1spl~ was well rooeived.

Rusel1 "oodo,8% 1st Alphin8~on beoome Scoutmastor • f
lLlQ.l CI~

Our Mothers Olub ohangei U's IlBmO to Welfa.re Olub end added wa1 work to their

aims. We next formed Br. atluU I\nd senior soout tlouth organ band unde~ the.' sa

direo'tlon of I!r Oyril l 'emb'3nll;1 whioh added. itEll!lS to our and other organisation

Conoerts in and around th~ 1.l.c·triot. All branohes of the Group were at reool'd high

level and 119 added ta. our :lWilQara and offioers during the year. Mr.Long oame to us

atter 0l11" Ohief's ~isU h ~lelbourn8 a.nc1 beoame an Assbtant Soout ~aster.

The years ao"Uvi11es ara far too numerous to mention but one thing become Var-;{

ev i dont , ve had suooeeded in oatering f or a 1~nG felt want in this distrio\,and

Alph1ngton was now a sooial centre of tho . highost order. From near ~d tar OUl"

follotfing come and a.t nn;r of our concerts,danoes or parents evenings,one had to

be ear13 to get in.

Ohristmas 1931 saw thO troop in oamp at Droadfo:ro,and another paranta visi::ting day

arrangod. Ilan;r parents ulll have happy and othen.is8 memories of the Comp vJsit

when we reoall Mr.Alcook delivering parents to tha~r door steps at 6-00a.m.,
....... . _--- "'----
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token of appreoiation for all tho aoaistano~ .':Iha had rendered te> the Group over

the years.

Oontinuing into 1932 the oo:nm1ttce's "ere cont4uu'.:<fJly elltruged in fund l'Bi:JinI

and spending on ext1'll appointmcntn for the hall,and e.rrangemelltu were iu hand

to oelebratS' th" firnt blm;h~ of the haU.4very suocoss::?ul birth~ purty

was enjoyAd,sose-t...Ung tbo preQed.c:loe for all 6UCC .. 6d.ing 'Jir i.hd~y pantos that

never fall t o b:'ing haPl>j" ;,\elnor i oc ~....11 ;;:'0 were in the GrollP or atiiboiw4

to it' a IP.~~' activities e:tnce it'::l in.oeptioD.• L932 proved a trying yS'a1' fOI' all,

oonoerne-i,the Gro":lP COlllI:littee had n:m,v r9tirements through ovenlOrk,oveIsir&-in,

and the nevor to he forgotten dt;l~ro:;t::ion,but as ~fe loot some members so we

gained some net! 1.A.s and their Farents became interested.The troop eneo ~re

settled do~m. t o t he task of training to defe~d the Towneend Shield and our

Ambulanoe team W;\S the pride of the distriot,trained by the Victoria:l R2.llWayS

Instruotor. Grea't ll'~5 cur jabulation as we brought home the Shield ror the

aaoond yoar ~ ::mo.,es~lon.Our oo::d.DG and l'iradtling toam helped our 1)1s1;:.:o i ot to

uin th9 Inter dis~rlot Oup. Onoe again we camped a t Uoodond and on this oooasion
(

we took 1st. ,!,lE\:)leod unde!' our wing an tlloi.r Soout mas t er uas very Ul. Lo a

re3ult of our repsBt!d visito to Woodond we were invited to attuc.4.uith our

Band, the offioial o:>ening of their Soout Htlll.

11933 Ball tho Grou~ Oommittee naking arr'O.nasmcnto to line the Hall and comple-te

the interior.The seoond birthday tmB oelebrated and 'ie wore beg:f.nning to feel

a a t hongh "ro had Bhm.yo had ond boon uced to this lovely aooOIJD'lodation. The

Depression flaB etill raginG and our hall \033 ::.~f'ered £01' relief organisations

to hold f\\notions and administer ro1iof.

Our Group Oomm1tt~e arrangod .[mot.her :BaBaar for September.The looal Girl Guides

and Brownies had been turned out of thoir !!leoting plaoe 30 the Group Coromit1;oe

t,ero unanimous in of£orL-.g 'the use of our hall to them.The offer ws acoepted

and the Girls have met in 0:1r Hall ever a$.noc.

The Girls helped ue out utt!.l suppers eto., end much nork tmfl done in thio year.

The Ba.ear takings T,lrov i ded the funda reqired to complote lining the hall.

Immediately after .t h i o BuZBur I tendered lil,Y r~aigantion ouing to pressure 01'

business.

Thus ended ~ aotive ncgoc!~tion uith 1st.,Alphingion Group -- I could not

posaibly name all of the s o very good fr~ends "he stood by me throughout my

period of servioe from 1926 to late 1933,hol-levcr I Qust record m:f tbanks to one

and all of the members of those h-onderfull coramittees.

To the lads who passed through the Gro~p during my period of service, 1 say
woPc-h~

thank you for yo~~ loyalty -- I have s~ your careers with interest and I

am proud of the deeds you have performed and I know full well tha.1, you ha.ve

mouldod your lives in the Servioe to Others.

GraemeB
Sticky Note
Scout Master Eager?
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